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arrangement, the statistics of the catch and of the products marketed in the fresh 
state or domestically prepared are collected by the local fishery officers, checked in 
the Department of Fisheries, so far as operations in areas where the fisheries are 
under Dominion administration are concerned, and compiled in the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. In the case of manufactured fish products, schedules similar 
to those of other sections of the Census of Industry are sent by the Bureau to the 
operators of canneries, fish-curing establishments, etc., the fisheries officers assisting 
in securing expeditious and correct reports. 

Section 4.—The Modern Fishing Industry.* 

The latter half of the nineteenth century saw the commencement of expansion 
in the commercial fishing industry of Canada. In 1844 the estimated value of the 
catch was only $125,000. I t doubled in the following decade and by 1860 had passed 
the million mark. Ten years later it reached $6,000,000 and this was again more 
than doubled by 1878. By 1900 it had reached a total of $21,000,000 and the 
growth continued with little interruption until 1918, when it reached the high 
record of $60,000,000. Since then there have been decreases in value, due to lower 
prices rather than to smaller catches. In 1936 the value was $39,165,055 and 
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* Revised by Miss F . A. Brown, Chief of the Fisheries, Fur, and Dairy Statistics Branch, Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. This Branch publishes an Annual Report on the Fisheries Statistics of Canada, 
together with advance summaries on fish caught, marketed, and prepared, by provinces. These may be 
obtained from the Dominion Statistician. 


